
At the top of Mount Everest, a year would be 
about 15 microseconds shorter than at sea level.

India observes a single national time. Despite being 
gigantic, India insists on maintaining one national time 
zone (GMT +05:30) over the entire subcontinent.

Because light takes time to reach us, 
everything we see is in the past. The 
sun you can see out of the window is 
8 minutes and 20 seconds old. The light 
from our nearest star, Proxima Centauri, 
is 4 years old.

Officially called the Elizabeth Tower, 
Big Ben is the nickname for the great 
bell of the clock tower at the Palace of 
Westminster. Completed in 1858, the 
tower holds the largest four-faced 
chiming clock in the world and is the 
third-tallest free-standing clock tower.

CERN - The fastest racetrack on the 
planet... At full power, trillions of protons 
will race around the LHC accelerator ring 
11 245 times a second, travelling at 
99.9999991% the speed of light.

The fastest marathon 
ran by a human 

is 2.02.57hrs, that 
equates to 100m every 

17.48 seconds.

Pluto didn't even get to complete one orbit around the sun 
between the time it was discovered and the time it was 
declassified as a planet. 

If the history of the universe 
were placed on a calendar 
year, humans would only have 
existed 21 seconds ago.

In November 2016 a 
Patek Philippe wristwatch 

became the most 
expensive ever sold at 

auction, shattering sales 
estimates and fetching 

$11 million. The astronomical clock is the main 
feature of the Old Town Square of 
Prague. Tourists arrive just to watch 
the famous moving figures of the 
beautiful clock. It’s one of the oldest 
astronomical clocks in the world.
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Lengthening the service life of micro-tools
In the electronics and watchmaking indus tries, micro-tools are essential elements of 
the manufacturing process. After only 10 to 20 operating cycles, drills with a diameter 
of as little as 0.1 mm will become worn. Oerlikon’s aluminum titanium nitride and 
al uminum chromium nitride coatings not only increase the precision of the drills but 
also lengthen the service life to up to 1 000 oper ating cycles with the same tool.

Swiss Watch Exports by Country as %

Hong Kong13.2 Italy5.4

USA10.7 Singapore5.1

China7.9 UAE5.0

UK6.2 France4.5

Japan5.9 Others30.3

Germany5.9
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