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Press Release

Innovatec commissions second Oerlikon Nonwoven meltblown system

Production capacities for European supplies of
protective equipment expanded

Neumdunster/Troisdorf, Germany, December 3, 2020 — just a few days ago, the second newly-
delivered Oerlikon Nonwoven meltblown system was commissioned at Innovatec’s state-of-the-
art machine park. With it, the nonwovens manufacturer — based in Troisdorf in North Rhine-

Westphalia — immediately started producing polypropylene filter nonwovens: in particular for
use in protective face masks, which have been increasingly in demand since the start of the
coronavirus pandemic and whose domestic manufacture is being supported by the German Gov-
ernment. Here, the highly-efficient Oerlikon Nonwoven meltblown technology from Neumunster

is supporting the production of these highly-effective filter media.

“Back in June 2020, Oerlikon Nonwoven delivered the first so-called 2-beam system to Innovatec”,
reports Rainer Straub, Head of Oerlikon Nonwoven. Together with the second production line, the
Troisdorf-based enterprise has been able to almost double its filter nonwoven output to date. The North
Rhine-Westphalian company now has filter media production capacities that can be used to manufac-

ture up to 2.5 billion operating room filter masks or a billion highly-effective FFP2 masks per year.

The, according to its own information, leading manufacturer of meltblown mask nonwovens in Europe
is participating in the German Government’s ‘Nonwovens Production’ grant program to ramp up its
output capacities and has for this reason already received a visit from top German politicians, including
Federal Minister for Economic Affairs Peter Altmaier and North Rhine-Westphalia Minister President
Armin Laschet. Together, politicians and industry want to ensure that the production capacities for pro-
tective equipment continue to grow in Germany and that above all critical supply chains are secured at
both national and European levels. And companies such as Innovatec and Oerlikon Nonwoven are ac-

tively contributing towards this.
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Caption: A 2-beam meltblown system — here with integrated ecuTEC+ for electrostatically-charging
the filter media.

Caption: The capacities for respiratory masks available in Europe to date are predominantly manufac-
tured on Oerlikon Nonwoven systems.
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About Oerlikon

Oerlikon (SIX: OERL) engineers materials, equipment and surfaces and provides expert services to
enable customers to have high-performance products and systems with extended lifespans. Drawing
on its key technological competencies and strong financial foundation, the Group is sustaining mid-term
growth by addressing attractive growth markets, securing structural growth and expanding through tar-
geted mergers and acquisitions. A leading global technology and engineering Group, Oerlikon operates
its business in two Divisions — Surface Solutions and Manmade Fibers — and has a global footprint of
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around 11 000 employees at 182 locations in 37 countries. In 2019, Oerlikon generated CHF 2.6 billion
in sales and invested more than CHF 120 million in R&D.

For further information: www.oerlikon.com

About the Oerlikon Manmade Fibers division

With its Oerlikon Barmag, Oerlikon Neumag and Oerlikon Nonwoven brands, the Oerlikon Manmade
Fibers division is one of the leading providers of manmade fiber filament spinning systems, texturing
machines, BCF systems, staple fiber systems and solutions for the production of nonwovens and — as
a service provider — offers engineering solutions for the entire textile value added chain.

As a future-oriented company, the research and development at this division of the Oerlikon Group is
driven by energy-efficiency and sustainable technologies (e-save). With its range of polycondensation
and extrusion systems and their key components, the company caters to the entire manufacturing pro-
cess — from the monomer all the way through to the textured yarn. The product portfolio is rounded off
with automation and Industrie 4.0 solutions.

The primary markets for the product portfolio of Oerlikon Barmag are in Asia, especially in China, India
and Turkey, and — for those of Oerlikon Neumag and Oerlikon Nonwoven — in the USA, Asia, Turkey
and Europe. Worldwide, the division — with more than 3,000 employees — has a presence in 120 coun-
tries with production, sales and distribution and service organizations. At the R&D centers in Remscheid,
Neuminster (Germany) and Suzhou (China), highly-qualified engineers, technologists and technicians
develop innovative and technologically-leading products for tomorrow’s world.

For further information: www.oerlikon.com/manmade-fibers
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