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Oerlikon Nonwoven delivering high-end meltblown technology to FleeceforEurope 

 

Protective masks for Europe  
 
Neumünster, May 14, 2020 – two companies newly-established in Germany to manufacture and 

distribute high-end protective masks were in the spotlight at the beginning of May: with 

FleeceforEurope and Lindenpartner, Düsseldorf-based Kloepfel Group purchasing consultancy 

and Berlin-based industrial consultancy Bechinger & Heymann Holding plan to manufacture 

and distribute up to 50 million protection class FFP1 through FFP3 respiratory masks a month 

exclusively for the European market from the beginning of fall. And the primary focus will be 

on quality. With protective masks – including those used in operating rooms – this quality is 

provided above all by virus-absorbing nonwovens. And these will be manufactured by the new 

venture ‘FleeceforEurope’ in Germany using an Oerlikon Nonwoven meltblown system.  

 

But all masks are not created equally. For this reason, protection against infections such as corona-

virus can only be guaranteed with the right quality. On the one hand, this relates to how the masks are 

made. On the other hand, it is above all – as is so often the case – about what’s inside. Because the 

nonwoven used in protection class FFP1 through FFP3 respiratory masks plays a decisive role.  

 

Here, the globally-leading and long-established meltblown technology from Oerlikon Nonwoven will be 

deployed. In a special, patented process, the fibers laid into a nonwoven fabric during manufacture are 

subsequently electrostatically-charged, before the material is further processed downstream.  

 

Inquiries from all over the world 

“Our patented electrostatic charging ensures that even the smallest particles, and therefore also virus-

es, are drawn in and absorbed by the nonwoven fabric for several hours. As a result of the compara-

tively loose formation of the fibers, the wearer can nevertheless breathe in and out easily”, explains 

Rainer Straub, Managing Director of Oerlikon Nonwoven with pride. And rightfully so. Because Oer-

likon is currently dispatching one meltblown system after the other. “We identified the situation early 

on and have adapted to demand. We started manufacturing in advance at the beginning of the year 

and can now start reliably delivering and quickly assembling systems and, due to our global Oerlikon 

Manmade Fibers segment network, we are able to offer the necessary service as well”, explains the 

experience engineer. Currently, the company is receiving inquiries from across the globe, but specifi-

cally also from Europe and from Germany itself.  



 

 

 

“The Federal States all currently want to be self-sufficient in order to better control the so-called critical 

infrastructure in the future. The investment program announced by Germany’s Federal Minister for 

Economic Affairs Peter Altmaier this week will additionally boost the demand for our meltblown tech-

nology”, continues Straub.  

 

European market for protective masks with a promising future 

Those responsible at Oerlikon Nonwoven and FleeceforEurope, which will primarily focus on produc-

ing high-end nonwovens, and Lindenpartner, which will manufacture and distribute the protective 

masks, are certain of one thing: the market for protective masks has a very promising long-term future 

in Europe. What has been commonplace in Asia for many years now will also become normal in Eu-

rope. People will be increasingly wearing face masks when venturing out, in order to better protect 

themselves against health risks such as the current pandemic and also against increasing environ-

mental pollution in the form of fine particles and exhaust fumes in the future. 

 

“We didn’t know what meltblown technology was three months ago. We helped our customers procure 

protective masks, at the same time discovering the in part hair-raising conditions in the global 

markets”, explains Marc Kloepfel, CEO of the Kloepfel Group. According to him, around 200 busi-

nesses in China were manufacturing protective masks until 2019, a figure that has meanwhile risen to 

include thousands of micro-producers. “And there is a lot of very poor quality on the market and, unfor-

tunately, counterfeits as well. But customers from all over the world are knocking on the door with 

bags of cash and buy everything they can get their hands on – even items that may have been stolen 

further up the supply chain.” The prices have practically exploded. “While masks used to cost ten 

cents to purchase, prices has risen to two euros or more during the coronavirus crisis”, explains 

Philipp Heymann, CEO of Lindenpartner. However, there is – as in the case of many other industrial 

and consumer goods – a huge level of dependency on Asia, and China in particular, among Europe-

ans and Americans. In order to become competitive here, the focus will be on state-of-the-art produc-

tion processes for manufacturing protective masks. “At the end of the day, we will be able to manufac-

ture products in Germany at Chinese prices as a result of our automation technology”, explains Hey-

mann.  

 

Medical face masks from a vending machine 

Mask producer Lindenpartner has already secured supplies of nonwovens and will be producing face 

masks for the European healthcare sector over the coming weeks. To fight the coronavirus pandemic, 

Lindenpartner is planning to install 100 self-service face mask vending machines in Germany over the 

next four weeks, positioning them in publicly-accessible places such as shopping centers and airports, 

for example. FFP2 masks will initially cost around five euros from vending machines. As soon as Lin-



 

 

 

denpartner is able to manufacture the masks with its own nonwoven fabrics, prices will fall to approx. 2 

to 3 euros. 

 

 (Photo: Oerlikon) 

Caption: Marc Kloepfel, CEO of the Kloepfel Group, and Rainer Straub, Managing Director of Oer-

likon Nonwoven (left), viewing the Oerlikon Nonwoven meltblown laboratory system in Neumünster, 

Germany.  
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Caption: Marc Kloepfel, CEO of the Kloepfel Group, and Rainer Straub, Managing Director of Oer-

likon Nonwoven (right), signing the contract for the purchase of a new Oerlikon Nonwoven meltblown 

technology system. 
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Caption: Philipp Heymann, CEO of Lindenpartner, has Oerlikon expert Juliane Müller-Weigel explains 

the benefits of an Oerlikon Nonwoven meltblown technology system. 
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Caption: The Oerlikon Nonwoven meltblown technology is recognized by the market as being the 

technically most efficient method for producing highly-separating filter media made from plastic fibers.  
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About Oerlikon 

Oerlikon (SIX: OERL) develops modern materials, systems and surface technologies and provides 

specialized services aimed at securing high-performance products and systems with long lifespans for 

customers. Supported by its technological core competencies and its strong financial footing, the cor-

poration continues its medium-term growth plan by implementing three strategic factors: focusing on 

attractive growth markets, ensuring structural growth and expanding through targeted M&A activities. 

Oerlikon is a globally-leading technology and engineering corporation, operating its business in two 

segments (Surface Solutions and Manmade Fibers) and employing around 11,000 members of staff at 

182 sites in 37 countries worldwide. In 2019, Oerlikon generated sales of CHF 2.6 billion and invested 

more than CHF 120 million in research & development. 

 

For further information: www.oerlikon.com 

 

About the Oerlikon Manmade Fibers segment 

With its Oerlikon Barmag, Oerlikon Neumag and Oerlikon Nonwoven brands, the Oerlikon Manmade 

Fibers segment is one of the leading providers of manmade fiber filament spinning systems, texturing 

machines, BCF systems, staple fiber systems and solutions for the production of nonwovens and – as 

a service provider – offers engineering solutions for the entire textile value added chain.  

As a future oriented company, the research and development at this division of the Oerlikon Group is 

driven by energy-efficiency and sustainable technologies (e-save). With its range of polycondensation 

and extrusion systems and their key components, the company caters to the entire manufacturing 

process – from the monomer all the way through to the textured yarn. The product portfolio is rounded 

off with automation and Industrie 4.0 solutions.  

http://www.oerlikon.com/


 

 

 

The primary markets for the product portfolio of Oerlikon Barmag are in Asia, especially in China, India 

and Turkey, and – for those of Oerlikon Neumag and Oerlikon Nonwoven – in the USA, Asia, Turkey 

and Europe. Worldwide, the segment – with just under 3,000 employees – has a presence in 120 

countries with production, sales and distribution and service organizations. At the R&D centers in 

Remscheid, Neumünster (Germany) and Suzhou (China), highly-qualified engineers, technologists 

and technicians develop innovative and technologically-leading products for tomorrow’s world. 

 

For further information: www.oerlikon.com/manmade-fibers 

 

 

http://www.oerlikon.com/manmade-fibers

