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Automation solutions made by Oerlikon 

 

‘Where the future is coming together’ 
 

Shanghai, China, October 15, 2018 – Oerlikon integrates the AC-Automation GmbH & Co. KG – 

which is headquartered in Bernkastel-Kues – automation solutions for large-scale systems into 

its technology portfolio. The company is thus taking an important step on its journey towards 

now being able to offer fully-automated factories digitally networked using Industrie 4.0 solu-

tions from a single source. 

 
For many, mechanical looms are the embodiment of the first industrial revolution. Today – following 

the introduction of production line manufacturing and the advent of electronics within the production 

chain – the textile and fiber industry is on the verge of entering the so-called fourth industrial revolution 

– or Industrie 4.0 for short. With the acquisition of AC-Automation in Bernkastel-Kues and Augsburg, 

Oerlikon Manmade Fibers – the leading solutions provider within the manmade fiber manufacturing 

sector – has now set a further milestone on its journey towards fully-automatic, digitally-networked 

fiber production. In the future, Oerlikon textile industry customers will receive production systems to-

gether with the automation logistics – including packaging and high-bay warehouse solutions – from a 

single source.  

 

In the Oerlikon Manmade Fibers segment’s new automation division, in excess of 80 specialists draw 

on more than 30 years of experience in manmade fiber production automation. Here, they have been 

closely collaborating with the Oerlikon Group as far back as the early-1980s. With the help of its high-

ly-developed and tried-and-tested robot handling, packaging, transport and warehouse systems,  

Oerlikon is now creating turnkey, integrated production and logistics solutions for all customers across 

the globe.  

 

“With the takeover and integration of the automation solutions from AC-Automation, we are creating 

new impetus for the manmade fiber business. In conjunction with our new digitalization solutions, it will 

also enable us to clearly position ourselves as a supplier of Industrie-4.0 solutions”, states Georg 

Stausberg, CEO of the Manmade Fibers segment, talking about the reasons for the acquisition. The 

target is the so-called ‘digital factory’, where production systems monitor, control and optimize them-

selves with the help of collated data and information. Here, the manufacturing process is becoming 

increasingly flexible.  

 

“Industrie 4.0 is not just a marketing buzzword”, explains Rolf Gänz, Managing Director of the Oerlikon 

Manmade Fibers segment’s automation division. “Imagine a company requires fibers for airbags. Even 

the fiber producer has to be familiar with the precise safety-relevant composition specifications. The 

same applies to the downstream quality control, with the finished yarn packages ideally tagged in such 

a way that the machines used for manufacturing the airbag fabric notices whenever the incorrect yarn 

package has been selected for producing the warp beam.” 

 

All this is now possible as a result of the expanded product portfolio because Oerlikon is offering 

seamlessly-coordinated production, quality assurance and packaging systems without malfunction-



 

 

 

prone and maintenance-intensive interfaces. All customers receive optimally planned, flexible systems 

from a single source from the very outset. 

 

Rolf Gänz, Managing Director of the Oerlikon Manmade Fibers segment’s automation division 

“Here, what will become the new standard in future-oriented manmade fiber manufacturing is coming 

together. The automation solutions will be an integral part of an Oerlikon Manmade Fibers segment 

Industrie 4.0 solution. It will assume the yarn product precisely at the point at which spinning plant 

solutions have extensively completed their work. This will create a coherent product chain – from the 

raw material through to final delivery. We are now offering all stages – from production planning, pro-

duction tracking, quality control, packaging and palletizing – on a single, new Oerlikon platform. So, 

there are now no longer any annoying data interfaces. Yes, we can now also take all automation con-

siderations into account when designing the systems, which means that our customers can now ac-

quire the entire process chain from a single source.” 
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Caption: 

The automation solutions will be an integral part of an Oerlikon Manmade Fibers segment Industrie 

4.0 solution. This will create a coherent production chain – from the raw material through to final deliv-

ery. 
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About Oerlikon 

Oerlikon (SIX: OERL) engineers materials, equipment and surfaces and provides expert services to 

enable customers to have high-performance products and systems with extended lifespans. Drawing 

on its key technological competencies and strong financial foundation, the Group is sustaining mid-

term growth by executing three strategic drivers: addressing attractive growth markets, securing struc-

tural growth, and expanding through targeted mergers and acquisitions. A leading global technology 

and engineering Group, Oerlikon operates its business in two Segments – Surface Solutions and 

Manmade Fibers – and has a global footprint of over 9 500 employees at 171 locations in 37 coun-

tries. In 2017, Oerlikon generated CHF 2.1 billion in restated sales and invested around 

CHF 100 million in R&D. 
 
For further information: www.oerlikon.com 
 
About the Oerlikon Manmade Fibers segment 

With its Oerlikon Barmag and Oerlikon Neumag brands, Oerlikon Manmade Fibers Segment is the 

world market leader for manmade fiber filament spinning systems, texturing machines, BCF systems, 

staple fiber systems, solutions for the production of nonwovens and – as a service provider – offers 

engineering solutions for the entire textile value added chain. As a future oriented company, the re-

search and development at this division of the Oerlikon Group is driven by energy-efficiency and sus-

tainable technologies (e-save). With the continuous polycondensation and extrusion line systems and 

their key components, the company caters to the entire process with automated and digitally net-

worked Industry 4.0 solutions – from the monomer all the way through to the textured yarn. The prima-

ry markets for the product portfolio of Oerlikon Barmag are in Asia, especially in China, India and Tur-

key, and – for those of Oerlikon Neumag – in the USA, Asia, Turkey and Europe. Worldwide, the 

segment – with just under 3,000 employees – has a presence in 120 countries of production, sales 

and distribution and service organizations. At the R&D centers in Remscheid, Neumünster (Germany) 

and Suzhou (China), highly-qualified engineers, technologists and technicians develop innovative and 

technologically-leading products for tomorrow’s world. 

 

For further information: www.oerlikon.com/manmade-fibers 
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