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News 
 
Cutting-edge research into additive manufacturing technology 

 

Technical University of Munich (TUM) and Oerlikon 

Jointly Founding an AM Institute 
 

Munich, Germany – February 23, 2022 – The Technical University of Munich (TUM) and Oerlikon, 

the Swiss engineering and technology group, will work together to drive forward additive 

manufacturing technologies. To accomplish this, they have founded the TUM-Oerlikon Advanced 

Manufacturing Institute to master the technical challenges on the road to industrialization.  

 

This institute, based on the TUM campus in Garching, Germany, is being funded with an annual budget 

of EUR 3 million for the first five years. The researchers at TUM and the scientific team from Oerlikon’s 

additive manufacturing business unit will be working closely together at the institute. Over the next five 

years, up to thirty dissertations focusing on technical research along the entire value chain will be 

supervised. These include the development of new, tailor-made materials, studies on the printing process 

and the reciprocal interactions between processes and materials, as well as the entire additive 

manufacturing procedure. 

 

“Together with Oerlikon, we wish to transform Munich to become recognized globally as a center of 

additive manufacturing technologies,” says TUM President Professor Thomas F. Hofmann. “This 

collaboration perfectly complements our Industry on Campus strategy of bringing science and practical 

applications closer together and making substantive contributions to the industrialization of additive 

manufacturing technologies.” 

 

“To further the collaborative synergies between the university and ourselves, we have decided to relocate 

our business activities together with our in-house research department from Feldkirchen to Garching,” 

emphasizes Dr. Sven Hicken, CTO, Oerlikon Surface Solutions Division. “Both partners benefit from such 

a partnership: doctoral students can use our hardware, including our 3D printers and our laboratories, 

and we are close to the research activities of a truly excellent university.” 

 

Dr. Nikolaus A. Adams, Director of the Chair Aerodynamics and Fluid Mechanics at TUM, who is 

responsible for the institute, explains the key points for these projects: “Our research efforts focus 

primarily on technical challenges which, once we have surmounted them, will speed up the development 

of 3D metal printing. For example, we are already working together on the new ultra-strong light 

aluminum-based alloys that are in high demand in the industry, on demanding new simulation techniques 

to predict the melting and solidification process for metal powders and on the development of a digital 

certification process using components produced for the aerospace industry with the help of advanced 

manufacturing.” 

 

 

About Oerlikon  

Oerlikon (SIX: OERL) is a global innovation powerhouse for surface engineering, polymer processing and 

additive manufacturing. The Group’s solutions and comprehensive services, together with its advanced 

materials, improve and maximize the performance, function, design and sustainability of its customers’ 

products and manufacturing processes in key industries. Pioneering technology for decades, everything 

Oerlikon invents and does is guided by its passion to support customers’ goals and foster a sustainable 

world. Headquartered in Pfäffikon, Switzerland, the Group operates its business in two Divisions – 

Surface Solutions and Polymer Processing Solutions. It has a global footprint of more than 10 600 

employees at 179 locations in 37 countries and generated sales of CHF 2.3 billion in 2020. 
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For further information, please contact: 
Sara Vermeulen-Anastasi 
Head of Group Communications 
Tel: +41 58 360 98 52  
sara.vermeulen@oerlikon.com 
www.oerlikon.com 

 Dr. Peter Stuckenberger 
Corporate Communications 
Tel: +49 170 23 06 116 
peter.stuckenberger@oerlikon.com 
www.oerlikon.com/am 

 
 
Disclaimer 
OC Oerlikon Corporation AG, Pfäffikon together with its affiliates, hereinafter referred to as “Oerlikon”, has made great efforts to include 
accurate and up-to-date information in this document. However, Oerlikon makes no representation or warranties, expressed or implied, as 
to the truth, accuracy or completeness of the information provided in this document. Neither Oerlikon nor any of its directors, officers, 
employees or advisors, nor any other person connected or otherwise associated with Oerlikon, shall have any liability whatsoever for loss 
howsoever arising, directly or indirectly, from any use of this document. 
 
The contents of this document, including all statements made therein, are based on estimates, assumptions and other information currently 
available to the management of Oerlikon. This document contains certain statements related to the future business and financial performance 
or future events involving Oerlikon that may constitute forward-looking statements. The forward-looking statements contained herein could 
be substantially impacted by risks, influences and other factors, many of which are not foreseeable at present and/or are beyond Oerlikon’s 
control, so that the actual results, including Oerlikon’s financial results and operational results, may vary materially from and differ from those, 
expressly or implicitly, provided in the forward-looking statements, be they anticipated, expected or projected. Oerlikon does not give any 
assurance, representation or warranty, expressed or implied, that such forward-looking statements will be realized. Oerlikon is under no 
obligation to, and explicitly disclaims any obligation to, update or otherwise review its forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new 
information, future events or otherwise. 
 
This document, including any and all information contained therein, is not intended as, and may not be construed as, an offer or solicitation 
by Oerlikon for the purchase or disposal of, trading or any transaction in any Oerlikon securities. Investors must not rely on this information 
for investment decisions and are solely responsible for forming their own investment decisions. 

http://www.oerlikon.com/

