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 Media Release 
 
 
Board Nominee 
 

Geoffery Merszei nominated as a new independent 
member of Oerlikon’s Board of Directors 
 
 
Pfäffikon, Schwyz, Switzerland – March 7, 2017 – The Board of Directors of the Oerlikon Group is 
proposing Mr. Merszei as a new independent member of the Board for election at Oerlikon’s upcoming 
Annual General Meeting of Shareholders (AGM) on April 11, 2017 in Lucerne, Switzerland.  
 
Geoffery Merszei (1951, Canadian citizen) is Chairman and Chief Executive of Zolenza AG, an 
investment and advisory firm based in Zug, Switzerland. He brings with him over 40 years of experience 
in corporate governance and finance. For over 30 years, Mr. Merszei served in a number of senior 
management positions at The Dow Chemical Company, the last being Executive Vice President (EVP) 
of The Dow Chemical Company, President of Dow EMEA and Chairman of Dow Europe before retiring 
in 2013. From 2001 to 2005, Mr. Merszei left Dow to be the EVP and CFO of Alcan Inc., and returned 
to Dow in 2005 as EVP, CFO and a member of the Board of Directors of The Dow Chemical Company. 
Mr. Merszei also previously served as a Board member of the Chemical Financial Corporation and 
Chemical Bank and the Swiss American Chamber of Commerce, and currently serves on the Board of 
ICL Chemicals Ltd. Mr. Merszei holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics from Albion College, 
Michigan, USA. 
 
Prof. Dr. Michael Süss, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Oerlikon, said: “On behalf of the Board of 
Directors, I am pleased to announce Geoffery Merszei as the new nominee to the Board. His extensive 
industrial know-how and years of experience at Dow and serving on numerous Boards makes him a 
valuable addition to the Board of Oerlikon.” 
 
All members currently serving on the Board of Oerlikon will be standing for re-election at the AGM. As 
per standard procedure, shareholders will receive by post all the information regarding the agenda and 
Board Member elections in the shareholders’ invitation to the AGM. 
 
 
 
About Oerlikon  

Oerlikon (SIX: OERL) is a leading global technology Group, with a clear strategy to become a global 

powerhouse in surface solutions, advanced materials and materials processing. Backed by the key 

ability to intelligently engineer and process surface solutions and advanced materials, the Group is 

committed to invest in value-bringing technologies that provide customers with lighter, more durable, 

more efficient and environmentally sustainable products. A Swiss company with over 100 years of 

tradition, Oerlikon has a global footprint of over 13 500 employees at more than 180 locations in 37 

countries and sales of CHF 2.3 billion in 2016. The company invested CHF 94 million in R&D in 2016 

and has over 1 000 specialists developing innovative and customer-oriented products and services. 
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For further information, please contact: 
Nicolas Weidmann 
Head of Group Communications 
Tel  +41 58 360 96 02 
Fax +41 58 360 98 02 
pr@oerlikon.com 
www.oerlikon.com 

 Andreas Schwarzwälder 
Head of Investor Relations 
Tel  +41 58 360 96 22 
Fax +41 58 360 98 22 
ir@oerlikon.com 
www.oerlikon.com 

 
 
Disclaimer 
OC Oerlikon Corporation AG, Pfäffikon, (together with its affiliates hereinafter referred to as “Oerlikon”) 
has made great efforts to include accurate and up-to-date information in this document. However, 
Oerlikon makes no representation or warranties, expressed or implied, as to the truth, accuracy or 
completeness of the information provided in this document. Neither Oerlikon nor any of its directors, 
officers, employees or advisors, nor any other person connected or otherwise associated with Oerlikon, 
shall have any liability whatsoever for loss howsoever arising, directly or indirectly, from any use of this 
document. 
 
The contents of this document, including all statements made therein, are based on estimates, 
assumptions and other information currently available to the management of Oerlikon. This document 
contains certain statements related to the future business and financial performance or future events 
involving Oerlikon that may constitute forward-looking statements. The forward-looking statements 
contained herein could be substantially impacted by risks, influences and other factors, many of which 
are not foreseeable at present and/or are beyond Oerlikon’s control, so that the actual results, including 
Oerlikon’s financial results and operational results, may vary materially from and differ than those, 
expressly or implicitly, provided in the forward-looking statements, be they anticipated, expected or 
projected. Oerlikon does not give any assurance, representation or warranty, expressed or implied, that 
such forward-looking statements will be realized. Oerlikon is under no obligation to, and explicitly 
disclaims any obligation to, update or otherwise review its forward-looking statements, whether as a 
result of new information, future events or otherwise. 
 
This document, including any and all information contained therein, is not intended as, and may not be 
construed as, an offer or solicitation by Oerlikon for the purchase or disposal of, trading or any 
transaction in any Oerlikon securities. Investors must not rely on this information for investment 
decisions and are solely responsible for forming their own investment decisions. 
 

http://www.oerlikon.com/
http://www.oerlikon.com/

