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 Media release 
 

Additive manufacturing materials 

 

Oerlikon announces groundbreaking for 
advanced materials manufacturing facility in 
Michigan, USA 
 

 

Plymouth Township, Michigan, USA – March 3, 2017 – Oerlikon held yesterday a groundbreaking 

ceremony for its greenfield manufacturing facility in Plymouth Township, Michigan, USA. This 

facility is dedicated to producing high-quality advanced materials for additive manufacturing and 

high-end surface coatings in order to meet the increasing market demand for advanced metal 

powders. The new powder production capacity coupled with the advanced component 

production capability in the US and EU mark important steps in Oerlikon’s commitment to extend 

and strengthen the company’s advanced materials and surface solutions offering, and support 

the industrialization of additive manufacturing. 

 

Oerlikon expects the demand for advanced materials to increase in the coming years. The facility will 

produce materials such as titanium alloys, which are in high demand for the additive manufacturing 

market, and diverse high-end thermal spray powders. The site will be fully equipped with next-generation 

VIGA technology, which combines vacuum induction melting with inert gas atomization systems. VIGA 

systems are one of the most versatile methods for processing a variety of metallic elements and alloys 

into metal powders, and bring higher process efficiencies and yields. In addition, the facility will house a 

state-of-the-art R&D lab for further developments of titanium-related and other alloys (e.g. nickel, iron 

and cobalt-based), for joint R&D projects with customers, and have the ability to make customized 

powders in small batches. 

 

The powders produced at the Plymouth facility will serve the internal demand from Oerlikon’s advanced 

component manufacturing sites in Charlotte, Atlanta and Magdeburg, as well as the wider additive 

manufacturing and thermal spray markets. The end-to-end capability from powder production, advanced 

component design and manufacturing to post processing is a key part of Oerlikon’s value proposition to 

OEMs and their supply chain. The full suite of integrated services will be focused on meeting the needs 

of customers in the aerospace, automotive, energy, medical and tooling industries globally. 

 

The construction of the facility will begin on March 3, 2017 and is expected to be completed at the end 

of Q1 2018. Oerlikon plans to employ over 65 highly skilled workers at the 79 000 plus square foot 

(around 7 300 square meters) plant and invest approximately USD 50 million in this facility. It also has 

the option to further expand and develop the site to meet customers’ demands. Oerlikon has engaged 

Kirco and Kirco Manix to develop and construct the facility.  

 

Representing the state and local government at the ground-breaking ceremony were Kurt Heise, 

Plymouth Township Supervisor, Mark Lewis, Chief Building Official at Plymouth Township, and Warren 

Evans, Wayne County Executive. Mr. Heise commented: “Oerlikon is a tremendous addition to the 
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Plymouth community. We are thrilled that they have chosen Plymouth Township for their high-tech 

facility and we look forward to partnering with them in the years ahead.” 

 

Officiating the ceremony from Oerlikon, was Mike Tobin, President, Oerlikon Metco US Inc., along with 

other members of Oerlikon’s management team. Mr. Tobin said: “This new facility will expand our 

technology and materials competence and portfolio, and allow us to provide customers cutting-edge 

technologies in advanced industries such as additive manufacturing. I would like to thank the Michigan 

Business Development Program for their ongoing support, and we look forward to becoming a part of 

this community and contributing to it.” 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Nicolas Weidmann 

Head of Group Communications 

Tel. +41 58 360 96 02 

Fax +41 58 360 98 02 

pr@oerlikon.com 

www.oerlikon.com 

 Dr. Kartik Rao 

Head of Marketing, Additive Manufacturing 

Mobile +49 172 352 26 93 

kartik.rao@oerlikon.com 

www.oerlikon.com/am 

 
 
 
About Oerlikon  

Oerlikon (SIX: OERL) is a leading global technology Group, with a clear strategy to become a global 

powerhouse in surface solutions, advanced materials and materials processing. Backed by the key 

ability to intelligently engineer and process surface solutions and advanced materials, the Group is 

committed to invest in value-bringing technologies that provide customers with lighter, more durable, 

more efficient and environmentally sustainable products. A Swiss company with over 100 years of 

tradition, Oerlikon has a global footprint of over 13 500 employees at more than 180 locations in 37 

countries and sales of CHF 2.3 billion in 2016. The company invested CHF 94 million in R&D in 2016 

and has over 1 000 specialists developing innovative and customer-oriented products and services. 

 

 

Disclaimer 
OC Oerlikon Corporation AG, Pfäffikon, (together with its affiliates hereinafter referred to as “Oerlikon”) 
has made great efforts to include accurate and up-to-date information in this document. However, 
Oerlikon makes no representation or warranties, expressed or implied, as to the truth, accuracy or 
completeness of the information provided in this document. Neither Oerlikon nor any of its directors, 
officers, employees or advisors, nor any other person connected or otherwise associated with Oerlikon, 
shall have any liability whatsoever for loss howsoever arising, directly or indirectly, from any use of this 
document. 
 
The contents of this document, including all statements made therein, are based on estimates, 
assumptions and other information currently available to the management of Oerlikon. This document 
contains certain statements related to the future business and financial performance or future events 
involving Oerlikon that may constitute forward-looking statements. The forward-looking statements 
contained herein could be substantially impacted by risks, influences and other factors, many of which 
are not foreseeable at present and/or are beyond Oerlikon’s control, so that the actual results, including 
Oerlikon’s financial results and operational results, may vary materially from and differ than those, 
expressly or implicitly, provided in the forward-looking statements, be they anticipated, expected or 
projected. Oerlikon does not give any assurance, representation or warranty, expressed or implied, that 
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such forward-looking statements will be realized. Oerlikon is under no obligation to, and explicitly 
disclaims any obligation to, update or otherwise review its forward-looking statements, whether as a 
result of new information, future events or otherwise. 
 
This document, including any and all information contained therein, is not intended as, and may not be 
construed as, an offer or solicitation by Oerlikon for the purchase or disposal of, trading or any 
transaction in any Oerlikon securities. Investors must not rely on this information for investment 
decisions and are solely responsible for forming their own investment decisions. 
 


