Textile
Media Release
Saudi Arabian customer invests in innovative BCF equipment to expand leading market position

Large order for Oerlikon carpet yarn machinery
Pfäffikon SZ / Neumünster, June 24, 2013 – Saudi Arabia’s renowned Al Abdullatif Industrial
Investment Co. has placed a large order for Oerlikon Neumag’s leading manmade fiber carpet yarn
production equipment. The order comprises five BCF (bulked continuous filament) S+ plants that
will produce around 13,000 tons of carpet yarn per year with significant efficiency and productivity
gains. “The combination of sophisticated technology, outstanding quality and profitability were the
determining factors in our decision to choose Oerlikon Neumag BFC technology”, said Al
Abdullatif Al Abdullatif, CEO of Al Abdullatif Industrial Investment. “With this order we add the
Saudi Arabian market to our already broad reach in the growing carpet yarn market”, said Stefan
Kross, Head of the Oerlikon Textile Manmade Fibers Business Unit.
Manmade fiber yarns account for nearly 90 % of the carpet market. BCF yarns are increasingly more
popular than staple fiber yarns because they are cheaper to produce, more robust, low maintenance
and hypoallergenic. With a 2012 market share in excess of 80 %, Oerlikon Neumag is the market
leader in the manufacture of BCF yarn systems.
The S+ plant, which delivers 99 % efficiency and significant cost savings, is the latest Oerlikon
Neumag machine. The S+ combines the benefits of the S5 and Sytec One to create a fast, efficient
solution with tried-and-tested components incorporating winder design improvements and an
optimized yarn path. The system, which has also been available for polyester processing since last
year, can increase productivity by up to 25 % and offers outstanding user-friendliness.
The Al Abdullatif Industrial Investment Company is one of the world’s largest manufacturers of highend tufted and woven carpets. The company, headquartered in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, is vertically
integrated from extrusion and spinning plant all the way through to finished carpets. With a production
capacity of some 125 tons of carpet yarn per day and a global network, the company services a vast
international market. “With this additional equipment from Oerlikon Neumag we will further strengthen
our market position in the growing carpet yarn market”, said Al Abdullatif Al Abdullatif.
The contract includes three S+ BCF systems for mono-color polypropylene and two further systems
for polyester. The systems are scheduled to be commissioned and to start production at beginning of
2014.

Captions:
Oerlikon_Manmade_Fibers_1.jpg: Compared to conventional production, Oerlikon Neumags BCF
carpet yarn equipment S+ saves nearly 20% energy.
Oerlikon_Manmade_Fibers_2.jpg: Today, nearly 90% of all carpets are made from manmade fibers.
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About Oerlikon
Oerlikon (SIX: OERL) is one of the world’s leading high-tech industrial groups specializing in machine
and plant engineering. The Company is a provider of innovative industrial solutions and cutting-edge
technologies for textile machines, drives, vacuum and solar energy systems, thin-film coating and
advanced nanotechnology. A Swiss company with a tradition going back more than 100 years,
Oerlikon is a global player with around 12,700 employees at more than 160 locations in 34 countries
and sales of CHF 2.9 billion in 2012. In 2012, the company invested CHF 106 million in R&D, with over
1,000 specialists working on future products and services. In most areas, the company ranks either
first or second in the respective global markets.

About Oerlikon Neumag
Oerlikon Neumag is the world market leader for BCF systems and is an established brand within the
staple fiber spinning systems and non-woven manufacturing systems sector. Comprehensive
engineering services round off the company’s portfolio. As a future-oriented company, a major focus of
Oerlikon Neumag’s developments is on energy efficiency and sustainable technologies.
The primary markets for Oerlikon Neumag are the USA, Turkey and China. Correspondingly, the brand
– with just under 350 employees – has a worldwide presence in 120 countries as part of the Oerlikon
Textile network of production, sales and distribution and service organizations. At its R&D Center in
Neumünster, highly-qualified engineers and technicians develop innovative and technologically-leading
products for tomorrow’s world.

For further information: www.neumag.oerlikontextile.com
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