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Media Release 
 

 

 
Rising Materials Scientist Wins Metco           
Sponsored Young Professionals Award at ITSC 
2015 
 

Winterthur, Switzerland — July 23, 2015 — The Young Professionals Award (YPA) is sponsored 

by Oerlikon Metco and supported and organized by the German Welding Society (DVS) and ASM 

International. It has been a successful event since it was introduced in 2011 by Professor Kirsten 

Bobzin of the University of Aachen. The YPA aims to recognize bright young individuals who 

show promise in contributing to the advancements in surface engineering. The winner receives 

high recognition from industry leaders and is awarded a cash prize plus an all-expense-paid visit 

to an Oerlikon Metco facility.  

 

Reza Rokni, a recent Ph.D. graduate in Materials Science and Engineering from the South Dakota 

School of Mines & Technology, received the Young Professional Award this year at the International 

Thermal Spray Conference (ITSC) 2015 for his outstanding presentation titled “The Effects of Post Cold 

Spray Heat Treatments on Microstructure & Mechanical Properties of 7075 Al Depositions”.   

 

“The Young Professionals Session is one of the most valuable events that we conduct at the ITSC,” 

says Richard Schmid, CTO at Oerlikon Metco, “It creates a high level of excitement within the student 

bodies. These students are the future of our industry; therefore, this is a worthy investment in our future.” 

This years’ award was presented by the session organizer, Professor Sanjay Sampath, Director of the 

Center for Thermal Spray Research at Stony Brook State University of New York, and Markus Heusser, 

Head of Business Unit Materials and Technology at Oerlikon Metco.  

 

As part of the award prize, Mr. Rokni received an all-expense paid trip to New York where he had the 

opportunity to visit Oerlikon Metco’s Westbury facility and meeting with several management team mem-

bers, including Oerlikon Metco (US) President Friedrich Herold and Materials R&D Manager Jing Liu, 

Coating Solutions Center Manager Chris Dambra. After touring the R&D, Engineering, Manufacturing 

Departments and experiencing firsthand the processes and operations of a production plant, he stated: 

“It was a great pleasure meeting everyone. I was pretty amazed by the friendly and multicultural envi-

ronment and by the interesting projects Oerlikon Metco manages.”  

 

Prior to achieving his Ph.D. degree, Mr. Rokni had published thirteen technical papers whereby he 

demonstrated exceptional qualities desirable in the next generation of innovative professionals. He is 

currently conducting post-doctoral research focused on surface modification processes, such as thermal 

and cold spray. “I am glad that I can stay in this area and can keep contributing to the knowledge and 

science of it,” he concludes.  
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Coating Solutions Center Manager Chris Dambra greets 

Mr. Reza Rokni and explains the coatings application sup-

port and development processes. 
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About Oerlikon Metco 

Oerlikon Metco enhances surfaces that bring benefits to customers through a uniquely broad range of 

surface technologies, equipment, materials, services, specialized machining services and components. 

The surface technologies such as Thermal Spray and Laser Cladding improve the performance and 

increase efficiency and reliability. Oerlikon Metco serves industries such as aviation, power generation, 

automotive, oil & gas, industrial and other specialized markets and operates a dynamically growing 

network of more than 40 sites in EMEA, Americas and Asia Pacific. Oerlikon Metco, together with Oer-

likon Balzers, belongs to the Surface Solutions Segment of the Switzerland-based Oerlikon Group (SIX: 

OERL). 

 

For further information, please see: www.oerlikon.com/metco 

 
About the Surface Solutions Segment 

The Oerlikon Surface Solutions Segment includes the two brands Oerlikon Balzers and Oerlikon Metco. 

Oerlikon Balzers is one of the world’s leading suppliers of surface technologies that significantly improve 

the performance and durability of precision components as well as tools for the metal and plastics pro-

cessing industries. Extremely thin and exceptionally hard coatings reduce friction and wear. Under the 

technology brand ePD, the company develops integrated services and solutions for the metallization of 

plastic parts with chrome effects. Oerlikon Metco enhances surfaces with coating solutions and equip-

ment. Customers benefit from a uniquely broad range of surface technologies, coating solutions, equip-

ment, materials, services, and specialized machining services and components. The innovative solu-

tions improve performance and increase efficiency and reliability. Oerlikon Metco serves industries such 

as power generation, aviation, automotive, and other specialized markets. The Surface Solutions Seg-

ment operates a dynamically growing network of currently more than 145 facilities with over 140 coating 

centers in 35 countries in Europe, the Americas, Asia and Australia, employing more than 6 000 people. 

The Surface Solutions Segment is part of the Switzerland-based Oerlikon Group (SIX: OERL). 
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